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The campus recently announced the launch of 2 major new collaborative initiative centred around the use of stem cell technology in
research, diagnostics and therapeutics at an event heid at the Bangalore Life Science Cluster campus.

Titled "Accelerating the application of Stem cell technology in Human Disease” or ASHD, the new program is jointly supported by the Tags

Department of Biotechnology (DBT) and the Pratiksha Trust, a charitable trusi setup by Mr. Kris Gopalakrishnan, co-founder of )
Biotechnology

Infosys and his family.

The ASHD program involves fop Indian institutes - The National Centre for Biological Sciences (NCBS). Institute for Stem Cell and

Regenerative Medicine (inStem). National Institute for Mental Health and Neurosciences (NIMHANS) from Bangalore and the
Christian Medical College (CMC) with the Centre for Stem Cell Research (CSCR), a unit of inStem, at Veliore. In order to create and
sustain a pool of Indian scientists who can work on stem cell technology, the ASHD program also will partner with the Centre for iPS
Cell Research and Application (CIRA), Kyoto University, Japan, which is led by Prof. Shinya Yamanaka, a leading pioneer in stem cell
technology

The launch event inciuded a series of opening remarks by representatives of ihe DBT Proi. K. VijayRaghavan, Dr. Renu Swarup and
Dr. Alka Sharma; Mr. Kris Gopalakrishnan, Mr. Kazuhisa Yoshida from the Japanese Embassy and current and former Directors of
NIMHANS, Prof. B. N. Gangadhar and Prof. Satish Chandra, all extending their full support to the ASHD program. This was followed
by short presentations by the four coordinators of the program: Prof Alok Srivastava (CSCR Vellore), Prof Mahendra Rao (inStem),
Prof Sanjeev Jain (NIMHANS) and Prof Raghu Padinjat (NCBS). These talks concluded with a panel discussion with all the
coordinators of the program. Also attending the event was Mrs. Sudha Gopalakrishnan, co-founder of the Pratiksha Trust and
eminent acacemic colleagues from neighbouring institutes NIMHANS and l1Sc.

The ASHD program has two broad components which deal with human diseases of national importance. The first, a collaborative
venture between inStem, NCBS and NIMHANS involves the use of stem cells to study the genetic bases of mental ilinesses (such as
schizophrenia, bi-polar disease and attention deficit disorders). The second component involves developing modern methods
including gene therapy for hereditary blood disorders such as haemophilia, thalassemia and Sickle Cell Disease (SCD), all of which
are causes of major morbidity and mortality in India. This component is a joint endeavour between inStem and CMC with the Centre
for Stem Cell Research. In order to have maximum impact on these diseases in the community, this iniliative also plans to combine
these efforts with a community outreach program for the control of major haemoglobin disorders.

"Some of the best research organizations in India - NCBS, InStem, NIMHANS, CMC Vellore - are being brought together by DBT to
work in the area of genomics with potential to find cures for neuropsychiatric diseases: and Pratiksha Trust is excited to support this.
Clearly, this will have benefits for India and rest of the world", said Mr Gopalakrishnan.

"Given the extent of genetic relatedness in South Indian populations and carefully maintained clinical records of neuropsychiatric
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